Women Who Make a Difference
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he insomnia, fatigue and occasional pain that a
voung Mia Farrow had been experiencing in
1954 was troubling, and il puzzled the doctors
she visited. Finally, “At my ninth birthday party,
my legs suddenly collapsed and I tumbled to the
ground,” she sayvs. “The nexi day I heard the
doctor tell my mother, ‘Burn everything.” After that [ was
taken out of the secure existence of my Beverly Hills
house and found myself plunged into a world of uncer-
tainty and pain—the public ward of L.A. General
Hospital. Iron lungs lined the walls. I could only
talk to my parents through a glass window.”
Mia was diagnosed with childhood polio.
Although the now 57-year-old actress recovered
completely with no physical disability, her child-
hood was irrevocably scarred.
"When I returned home, I found that my six
brothers and sisters had been moved to another
house, and I didn't see them for months. The house
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had been repainted, the carpets torn up, the furniture re-
placed, the swimming pool drained—even my dog had
been given away. Everyone was [rightened of me—the
kids at school, even my mother. In my book [What Falls
Away| T wrote that my childhood ended that vear. After
that I was only pretending to be a child.” Almost immedi-
ately, she says, "My social conscience was born. | realized
there was a whole world of people in pain.”

Since then, Mia has committed her life to children,




